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The Honorable Judge Richard D. Bennett 

United States District Judge 

United States District Court 

 

 Dear Judge Bennett: 

                                     My name is Shaconya Oaks; I am the niece of former Senator Nathaniel 
Oaks. I was compelled to write you today, not only as the niece of Nathaniel; but also as a 
longtime supporter of his political platform. You see, I supported my uncle’s vision, way before 
totally understanding his purpose. As the youngest member is his campaign team often times; 
more like a human mascot. The pleasant diversion, who was able to make people smile, and 
respond in an engaging manner; while achieving results. 

 At the tender age of 7 campaigning alongside; my Uncle Nathaniel for, William D. Schaefer in 
the Mayoral Race for Baltimore City, as well as Schaefer’s Gubernatorial race. I was also 
instrumental in the election of Baltimore City’s first African American Mayor Clarence Du 
Burns; as my uncle assisted in his campaign as well. I have attended countless events, that have 
broaden my horizon, and gave me defining moments in life; that most African American inner 
city youth will never experience; outside of field trips, or specialized ceremonies. I am eternally 
grateful for the investment; my Uncle Nathaniel took in my life earlier on. 

Children often times, follow what they see and not what their told.  My uncle has displayed that 
tenacity, hard work, dedication, discipline, great strength, integrity, and lots of faith; is the 
recipe to achieving any goal in life.   I have applied that recipe to my life’s path, thus 
successfully employed, with the federal government for over twenty-one years.  

 My Uncle Nathaniel has always displayed a hardworking, roll your sleeves up attitude that 
helped make him a great State Delegate, later State Senator.  

Staying true to his political purpose, and calling in life. Fulfilling his dream of becoming 
Senator.  A goal obtained; that was not only his personal triumph; rather one celebrated within 
our family. 

 The Oaks Family has a strong faith based linage. Growing up in my grandparents’ home, 
where my Uncle Nathaniel resides. Was the meeting place for family, it was filled with so much 
love, joyous family gatherings, but most importantly family prayer every Sunday morning. 

 An avid love of God shown daily within our home, and to others. The Oaks family doors; were 
always opened for anyone; who was hungry, or in need.  The entire neighborhood awaited my 
grandmothers bake sales.  With, or without money, you would get a dessert! The core value of 
good nature, and fellowship, engrained in us all.  Because of this, my Uncle Nathaniel has 
always been passionate about feeding the homeless.  

Although, Nathaniel abstains from food on Thanksgiving Day, in memory of his late mother, 
my grandmother, Ida B. Oaks.  With great restraint, and humility, he dedicates most of the day 
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feeding the homeless with B. Gaddy, or other like organizations.   Which shows we may all go 
astray in life; but it is no escaping those defining moments that become embedded in our life’s 
blue print. 

 My grandmother, would always say, “May the work; I’ve done speak for me”.  Which speaks 
volumes regarding my Uncle Nathaniel.  During his tenure, he has made great strides. Despite 
the negativity surrounding him, at present.   He has made a positive impact, on countless lives.  
Uncle Nathaniel has been instrumental in eliciting many laws to govern our state. The political 
mark he has made on life; while, tainted can never be erased.  

In closing, this conviction is a huge disappointment.  A devastating blow for our family, filled 
with over a year of public scrutiny, with extreme anguish.   

Judge Bennett, in this case the penalty for my Uncle Nathaniel’s conviction; he is living 
everyday; as he stands in his truth.  For him politics was a marriage, his better half that allowed 
him to do what he loved every day. The isolation from colleagues/friends, publically dealing 
with regret, facing those he has disappointed. Has not allowed any of us, a moments peace. 

It is visibly shattered my Uncle.   His fun loving demeanor has disappeared, dramatic weight 
loss. The stress is stifling our family. The ringside seats we are forced to hold; is grueling. 

 As this, is a first for our family. I am honestly afraid for my uncle. Everyone makes mistakes in 
life. I pray, that my Uncle Nathaniel does not have to pay for them; the rest of his life.  
Sometimes, good people make bad choices; it does not mean they are bad. It means they are 
human.  

In closing, I ask the court to have mercy on my Uncle during sentencing.  A man that I love, and 
admire, even in the face of adversity.  

Sincerely, 

Shaconya Oaks 
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Eagle Lodge No. 8 
“Pearl of a Great Price”  

 

“Whether you reveal a good act or keep it hidden, or pardon an evil act, Allah (The Creator 

and Lord of the Worlds) is Ever-Pardoning, All-Powerful. (Surat An-Nisa, 149) 

 

 

Thursday, July 12th 2018 

 

The Honorable Judge Richard D. Bennett 

United States District Judge 

United Sates District Court 

 

Dear Judge Bennett: 

 

My name is Marcus W. Hill; I’m the Founder of three Masonic Lodges in the City of 

Baltimore, the Grand Secretary of the State of Maryland for our Jurisdiction as well as 

the Secretary General as a thirty-third and Elect 9 member for the Country.  

 

Throughout my eighteen years as a Mason, the last ten of those years has been in 

serving in the various Leadership capacities mentioned above. Mr. Nathaniel Oaks has 

been a helper either with sharing of vision (counsel) or coming to support the various 

Masonic Lodges in the community. I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Oaks while 

preparing for one of our monthly initiatives entitled Let’s Feed the City. We partner 

with KT’s Kitchen located in Park Heights to purchase food and they cook it and we 

help to package and transport the items downtown. My. Oaks have always been there 

to serve food and or give encouraging words to our community in need (homeless, 

among others). As a Mason leader I always instruct the Craft “To strive for consistency 

and that’s how the word perfection is spelled with God.” And I can say that Mr. Oaks has 

always been consistent with his actions as well as the focus of intentions I must say.  
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Page two is just a few of the pictures from the various works that we have done from 

feeding the homeless, donating food to Our Daily Bread, to the three coat giveaways at 

St. Vincent Church downtown, to annual youth conference we’ve sponsored youth to, 

Mr. Oaks has been very instrumental in assisting me with the weighty task of making 

Good Men, Better Men. His guidance and adjustment in my thought on a thing or two 

has allowed him to be not just a man in a position to serve but a brother, friend and 

great helper. Of course we all fall short in a world built for moments and not to last. The 

various doors of opportunity are in front of us but the keys are far from the reach of us 

all from time to time. The true person works to please the soul regardless to the 

temptations that may come to us, but the scriptures teach us “Many are called but only a 

few are chosen.” And it also says, “Do unto others as you would have others do unto you.” It’s 

in that Light, that I write to you Honorable Judge on behalf of my brother Mr. Nathaniel 

Oaks. In closing, The Creator wouldn’t have the attributes of Beneficence and Merciful 

if we wouldn’t stand in the need of them some day. 

 

 

Be blessed, with peace, 

 

 

 

 

Br. Marcus W. Hill, WM 

Eagle Lodge No. 8 

Regular Grand Lodge of Maryland 

 

 

 
 “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.” (James 1:12) 
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Photos from Kevin Thomas of K.T.’s Kitchen, 5410 Park Heights Avenue, of Nathaniel Oaks’s serving food to the homeless                   
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July 6,2018

The Honorable Judge Richard Bennett

United States District Judge

United States District Court

Dear Judge Bennett:

My name is Barbara J. Bundy. I am a retired educator from Northwestern High
School in which I served for thirty-four years. I graduated from Edmondson High
School alongside Nathaniel Oaks in June 1965. Nathaniel and I have attended at

least nine class reunions for Edmondson's Class of 1965. He has awarded

numerous scholarships to students that complete the academic year with exemplary

achievements at the completion oftheir secondary education. Nathaniel was the

guest speaker at my Retirement Celebration in June 2A0E.

In conclusion, I would consider Nathaniel my lifelong friend. Nathaniel has helped

a lot of people in the 4l$ District. He is a good man with a good heart. He is an

honorable man and a complicated man. Thank you so much for the opportunity to

submit this letter of support and I am also thanking you in advance for your
consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

M?Tt--dt
Barbara J. Bundy
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July 6, 2018 
 
The Honorable Judge Richard D. Bennett  
United States District Judge  
United States District Court  
 
Dear Judge Bennett: 
 
My name is Chris Blake. I am a resident of Baltimore County, and a friend of Nathaniel 
Oaks. I met Nathaniel in 1997, and we quickly developed a positive friendship, and in a 
lot of ways he served as a mentor as I was busying myself to learn aspects of the 
legislative process. I am someone, who over the subsequent years, watched 
and supported many of his legislative and constituent efforts. 

As a legislator Nathaniel had a keen focus on helping those who had been previously 
impacted by lead poisoning, and worked very hard through the legislative process to try 
and make future lead poisoning as rare as possible in Maryland. He also played an 
important role in the establishment of the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
in Maryland. In the community Nathaniel played key roles in supporting an annual high 
school basketball academy that brought youth to Baltimore City from all over the 
region. The basketball academy has remained a long-standing successful combination 
of basketball and academics.  

Besides his work, Nathaniel is always cheerful and personable; never a dull moment 
when he is around. The mistake he admitted to was very disappointing to me and many 
others. While he made a mistake, and there is no excuse for that mistake, please take 
into consideration his overall record of service, his legislative accomplishments, and the 
contributions he can make and example he can be to the community under court 
ordered, supervised, and directed service. 

I thank you for sharing your valuable time to read my letter, and thank you for your 
service. 

Sincerely,  

Chris Blake 
Chris Blake  
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