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WWW.HARBORVIEWCOMMUNITY.COM

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT: 410-528-1122
100 HARBORVIEW DRIVE, BALTIMORE INNER HARBOR, BALTIMORE, MD 21230

ADJACENT TO FEDERAL HILL AND DOWNTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT •  SALES BY: HARBORVIEW COMMUNITY REALTY, INC.

MHBR No. 
3516, 5131, 499

PINNACLE: ARTIST'S RENDERING. OBTAIN THE PROPERTY REPORT REQUIRED BY FEDERAL LAW BEFORE SIGNING ANYTHING. NO FEDERAL AGENCY HAS JUDGED THE MERITS OR VALUE, IF ANY, OF THIS PROPERTY.

Brokers Always Welcome. Prices, terms and conditions subject to change without notice.

HARBORVIEW TOWERPINNACLE AT HARBORVIEWPIERSIDE AT HARBORVIEW

NOWHERE ELSE can you experience the incomparable luxury, energy, 
and convenience of waterfront living on Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.  

PIERSIDE AT HARBORVIEW offers spectacular waterfront luxury 
one and two bedroom condos from the $200,000s.

PIER HOMES AT HARBORVIEW offers Mediterranean-inspired town 
homes built directly on a pier on the waters of the world-famous 
Baltimore Inner Harbor. Pricing from $1 Million.

HARBORVIEW TOWER offers luxurious high rise living from the 
upper $300,000s to over $3 Million.

PINNACLE AT HARBORVIEW offers waterfront luxury two, three, and four
bedroom condos at pre-construction pricing from the $600s.

AMENITIES AT THE URBAN RESORT-STYLE COMMUNITY include a Health &
Wellness Club, Indoor & Outdoor Pools, Restaurant, Espresso Cafe, and
World Class Marina & Yacht Club.

Project of the Year

MODELS NOW OPEN

PRESTIGIOUS RESIDENCES AT HARBORVIEW
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Buyers of homes in Federal Hill, as
shown above, “love the Inner Harbor,
the local restaurants and being able

to walk home,” says Phil Engers of
Re/Max American Dream.

Real Estate

Amenities abound in

Dist Props 091908.qxp  9/9/2008  3:37 PM  Page 4



MARYLAND DISTINCTIVE PROPERTIES    SEPTEMBER 2008 5

BY MARK R. SMITH

Special to The Daily Record

he most desirable markets in the Greater Baltimore region are, for the
most part, predictable. On the list are Federal Hill, Harbor East, Fells
Point, Canton and, of course, Perry Hall/White Marsh.

You read right. 
The first four neighborhoods are among those trumpeted by residential real

estate brokers when asked about hot neighborhoods in the Baltimore area. Given
their waterfront locations and bountiful entertainment options, they frequently
attract an upscale demographic.

However, even with all of their charms, those neighborhood properties lack
one major amenity: a big backyard. That’s where Perry Hall/White Marsh comes in.

Charm City’s pulse

While their boundaries might overlap, Federal Hill, Harbor East, Fells Point
and Canton tend to attract the same types of homebuyers, said Phil Engers, sen-
ior real estate consultant with Re/Max American Dream in Federal Hill and chair
of the Community Service Committee of the Greater Baltimore Board of
Realtors.

“They tend to attract young, up-and-coming homebuyers” who can typically
get two-bedroom, two-bath rowhomes (often rehabs) for anywhere from
$250,000 to $300,000, Engers said. These homes are often purchased by first-time
homebuyers who are double-income, no kids (or DINKs, for short).

“They’re spread out all over Federal Hill, from Key Highway to the north and
Ostend Street to the south, then from Hanover Street to the west and Covington
Street to the east,” Engers said.

“They love the Inner Harbor, the local restaurants and being able to walk
home if they can,” he said, “and they can afford a $1,300 to $1,400 a month pay-
ment between them.” Engers also noted the big-dollar skyscraper condo projects
along the Key Highway waterfront, like the Harborview, Ritz Carlton residences,
Pier Homes and the Four Seasons project.

All told, “Baltimore is growing up,” Engers said. “We’re trying to attract the
Fort Monmouth Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) people here that will be
working in Aberdeen. If they live in the city, they’ll have an opposite commute.
And MARC goes that way, too.”

Three in a row

Like Federal Hill, the almost interchangeable trio of Harbor East, Fells Point
and Canton offers primarily rowhouses with a number of new-ish waterfront
condo developments sprinkled in.

T

see page 6

urban, suburban markets
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Harbor East is known for Whole
Foods, numerous restaurants,
Starbucks and a host of other new
stores opening throughout. The sub-
market is roughly bordered by Central
Avenue, President Street (beside the
Inner Harbor), then south of Little Italy
to the waterfront.

“That it’s all new makes it unique,”
said Chris Cooke, Realtor and head of
The Chris Cooke Team at Re/Max Sails.
The area is home to The Vue, a condo-
minium with units that start in the
$300,000s and shoot beyond $1 million,
and the Spinnaker Bay apartments.

Moving east, the importance of the
area’s gentrification becomes apparent
in Fells Point, where plans to renovate
the Broadway Pier and the Broadway
Market will only enhance its appeal to
buyers.

Patterson Park Avenue serves as a
dividing line between Fells Point and
Canton — the beauty of which, said
Alyssia Essig, manager of Long &
Foster’s Canton office, is that it “has
everything, from super high-end con-

dos, classic rowhomes, waterfront
properties, new construction and
ample opportunities for first-time
homebuyers.”

She estimates that, for about
$200,000 (for a fixer-upper, granted),
buyers can enjoy not only the nightlife
around O’Donnell Square but a full-size
Safeway and the same quick access to
Route 95 that the inhabitants of Federal
Hill enjoy.

Buyers who converge in the area
include not just young professionals
but relocators and, interestingly,
retirees who want entertainment
options but less maintenance.

“The range is all over the map,” said
Essig.

North on 95

While some of those retirees may
have moved in town from the suburbs,
many young professionals — thinking
about what isn’t available in the city —
are moving out. 

Besides the plethora of large back-
yards, one reason people choose the
Perry Hall/White Marsh area, said Betsy
Alt, a Realtor with Coldwell Banker, is

the access provided by Route 95 to both
the city’s waterfront area as well as
Harford County.

“Much of Perry Hall was established
in the ’20s, then in the ’50s after the war,
whereas White Marsh is more recent
from around the ’70s to the ‘90s,” said
Alt, noting the number of jobs and
eateries adjacent to the mall and the
Avenue at White Marsh are among
other draws. “When the mall went in
[more than 20 years ago], people start-
ed coming here to shop, so the area
grew from there.”

Today, she’s working with a buyer
who works in the city and lives in
Bolton Hill, where rowhomes start at
about $200,000. “If she wanted a single-
family home, they start in the low
$300,000s [in Perry Hall/White Marsh].”

Alt also suggested Parkville, which
straddles the city/county line, as an
option. “It’s a wonderful value for the
money,” as a rehab rowhome goes for
as little as $150,000 and a detached sin-
gle-family home averages $270,000.

“Renovated houses there sell. The
bottom line is that homes in that whole
area hold their value.” �

continued from page 5
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BY MARY MEDLAND

Special to The Daily Record

he newest motto of
today’s interior designer:
Keep it simple.

While our lives may be
ever increasingly complicated, more
and more homeowners are getting
rid of the clutter, paring things
down, and looking to see more
clean, simple lines in homes.

“People are showing off one
really beautiful big vase rather than
five smaller items,” says Jay
Dillinger, an interior designer with
Louis Mazor. “Keep things simple

and only stay with the things that
you truly love.

“Of course, this motto really
won’t work with packrats or collec-
tors … with them, I just try to neat-
en things up.”

Interestingly enough, a shaky
economy has turned into steady
income for interior designers.
“When times get economically
tough, homeowners end up staying
in their own houses rather than
moving elsewhere,” says Dan
Proctor, an interior designer with
Kirk Designs. “They are looking to
redo, or ‘fluff,’ a room, which has
really been a boon to this industry.”

“Increasingly homeowners are
looking for green products to incor-
porate into their homes,” says
Dillinger. “Most everyone is becom-
ing more and more aware of VOC
(volatile organic compounds) in car-
peting and paint. This is not good to
breath, and now there are a number
of low-VOC products on the mar-
ket.”

Also, Dillinger says, plastic
water bottles are being made into
fabric. “You can melt plastic down
and make it into anything.”

Bamboo flooring is especially
popular with the green-conscious
homeowners: It is less expensive

T

Today’s homes are
sleek, clean and green
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Interior Design

In tough economic
times, trends show
that homeowners —
spending more time at
home to save money —
look to spruce up the
place, thereby creating
a “boon for the indus-
try,” says Daniel
Proctor, interior
designer with Kirk
Designs.
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than hardwood, and bamboo is
significantly easier to replenish. 

A home of one’s own

Proctor recalls finding one of
his clients a Malaysian wedding
headdress. “These are very com-
mon in Malaysia, and all of the
work is hand-done by craftsmen
there,” he says. “You can put this
headdress on a wire support, and it
looks like a piece of art … it’s very
beautiful and is not something that
can be mass-produced.”

Dillinger agrees that there is a
trend away from items that are
mass-produced and that people are
looking for handcrafted items. “A
lot of hand-hewn items are going to
be older, whether domestic or for-
eign,” says Proctor. “I’ve noticed
that a lot of the accessory stores
today are going vintage.”

One example he cites: wooden
vessels made from recycled
Makassar ebony. “The native peo-
ple have crafted this wood into
urns and vases. The pieces are very
tribal looking, but still have a mod-
ern feel. They have the benefit of
being made of recycled material,
the money stays with the local peo-
ple and the prices are very reason-
able,” he says.

Not surprisingly, different gen-
erations want different things in
their homes. “Young people are
really very much into the new stuff,
which is often a throwback to the
1960s,” says Dillinger. “I’ve seen
young people take traditional
French chairs and spray paint them
purple … it’s sort of a 1970s re-dux
approach to home design.

“But older adults have seen it all
before, and they don’t want to have
a wall painted with 12 polka dots as
they did 40-some years ago.”

The stores where you’re most
likely to find trendy furniture and
accessories are Shofer’s Furniture
in Baltimore, or Patrick Sutton, as
well as any other interior designers

who have small showrooms of their
own. “In Washington, D.C., there is
the Washington Design Center,”
says Dillinger. “Although the center
only sells to the trade, anyone can
walk in and take a look at what is
available. And D.C. also has
Theadora’s, which is great for con-
temporary furnishings.”

Dillinger says that when it
comes to new construction for
housing, the scale is smaller
today. “People are becoming
more concise and picking and
choosing more carefully,” he says.
“Most of the new condos are
smaller today compared to what
was being built 10 to 15 years ago.
They may be smaller, but the
details are better.”

However, upscale large kitchens
continue to serve as the focal point
in many homes. Of course, there is
an irony to this. “There are those
individuals who put in these fabu-

lous kitchens and then proceed to
eat out more often than not,” says
Dillinger. “On the other hand, there
are homeowners who have fabu-
lous kitchens and who never bother
to go out to a restaurant.

“I’m seeing a lot of marble coun-
tertops in kitchens, which are very
easy to scratch, but that seems to
be what a lot of people want.”

Do designers see a continuing
combination of sleek and clean for
future homeowners? “We’ve been
riding the trend for starkness for a
while now,” says Proctor. “I think
we’re probably only a couple of
years away from seeing chintz
come back into style.” 

But, both Dillinger and Proctor
agree, rather than following the
trends, homeowners would do well
to follow what they like: Feel free
to disregard the so-called rules and
decorate in a manner that makes
you comfortable today. �
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BY HAAMID ALI

Special to The Daily Record

ater is essential for life. And when incorpo-
rated into a residential property, whether
waterfront or waterfall, it’s a guaranteed
value-booster. While some homeowners are

lucky to have natural waterfronts adding tremendous
value to their properties, those who don’t can also make
their properties more appealing by adding manmade fea-
tures such as waterfalls, ponds or decorative fountains.
There are many options to choose from and many bene-
fits as well. 

Ponds, for example, add “another dimension to your
landscape, enhancing the natural beauty of your sur-
roundings, providing a focal point as well as a source of
soothing renewal,” says Frank Finkel, president of Living
Artscapes Inc., a small Aquascape-certified company
based in Frederick. “With more people spending time at
home, a pond can create somewhat of a vacation destina-
tion in your own backyard.” 

Finkel estimates homeowners can recoup 150 percent to
200 percent of what is put into a water feature. A backyard
pond costing $8,000
could increase prop-
erty value by
$15,000, for exam-
ple. For an 11-by-16
pond — the most
popular size —
installation takes
about four to five
days, he says. 

The cost of
installing a typical
pond runs from
$8,000 to $10,000
depending on the
size. A pondless
waterfall system,
for example, would
be in the range of
$6,000 to $10,000
and a decorative
fountain $1,500 to
$3,000, Finkel says. 

There are many
different features
available, such as
“waterfalls, statuar-
ies, decorative foun-
tains and all sizes

and shapes of ponds including Koi ponds,” he says. 
“Pondless waterfall systems are available for those

who would like the beauty and sound benefits of water
without issues of safety concerning children or pets with
an open basin pond, and/or caring for fish or plant life,”
says Finkel. 

Installing a water-based feature is a step-by-step
process, which can include: marking the pond area, laying
the plumbing, excavating the pond & installing the liner,
hooking up the skimmer, arranging the rocks, positioning
underwater lights, filling the pond, building the waterfall
and stream, tweaking the waterfalls and, finally, trimming
the liner. 

The best location to build a pond is “one that can be
enjoyed from your outdoor living space and viewed from
within your home as a living picture,” Finkel says.

For the average homeowner, “do-it-yourself can be
very overwhelming,” he says. “I have had clients take
months to over a year of self installation before giving up
on digging their hole and calling for help.”

Certified Aquascape Contractors, a membership organ-
ization that certifies contractors, has an extensive list of
certified contractors nationwide and in Canada. In

Maryland, there are
about five contrac-
tors listed as certi-
fied pond installers. 

If you are one of
those people who
enjoy digging holes
and playing in the
dirt on the week-
end, it’s worth
doing your home-
work. “Be sure to
educate yourself in
product knowl-
edge and methods
of installation
before taking on a
pond project,” says
Finkel. �
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Water features add another
dimension to your home

Landscaping
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According to Frank
Finkel, of Living
Artscapes Inc.,
homeowners can
recoup anywhere
from 150 to 200
percent of the
investment put into
a water feature.
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