











> > Environmental susiinability

>> HiLArRl B. VARNADORE
Director
Frederick County Office of
Environmental Sustainability

Establishing  the  Office  of
Environmental Sustainability (OES) in
2008 was a strong state-
ment of the Board of
County Commissioners’

(BOCC) commitment to

sustainability and the

environment. The office

provides a valuable

mechanism for coordi-

nating the efforts of

county divisions/depart-

ments and for providing

consistent communication between the
county and the community at large.

The OES provides leadership and
coordination on environmental sus-
tainability issues. Internally, the office
coordinates the Sustainable Action
Team, a group of 32 staff members rep-
resenting 23 divisions/agencies that are
integrating sustainable practices into
county operations through the develop-
ment of a Sustainable Action Plan. The
plan, to be completed in 2010, includes
goals and actions within six program
areas:

« Transportation alternatives

» Renewable energy and energy conser-
vation

 Natural systems and green infrastruc-
ture

 Building standards and sustainable
design

* Green purchasing

» Waste reduction and recycling

The OES provides a staff liaison to
the Frederick County Sustainability
Commission, a 13-member panel for-
mally established by the BOCC to
engage the broader community in the
county’s sustainability efforts. The
BOCC recognized that building a sus-
tainable future for Frederick County is
not solely the work of government.
There is a role for every member of the
community, whether they are an indi-
vidual, business, or organization. The
commission consists of experts with

backgrounds in energy, agriculture,
land use, green building, water quality,
waste reduction, business, human/
environmental health and grassroots
efforts.

Recently, the OES was awarded
$660,000 by the U.S.
Department of Energy to
initiate green building,
energy conservation and
renewable energy pro-
grams. The grant supports
a Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Inventory, an
energy-efficiency retrofit
program for county build-
ings and facilities; a resi-
dential home energy audit

program; energy audits for county
buildings; a renewable-energy demon-

stration project at the Adult Detention
Center; and creation of the Energy and
Green Building Program in the OES.
Education and outreach to Frederick
County residents and businesses is a
key component of the overall initiative.

The Board of County Commissioners,
Sustainability Commission and Office of
Environmental Sustainability would
appreciate your feedback related to our
efforts. The Sustainability Commission
meets on the third Wednesday of the
month at 3 p.m. at Winchester Hall. Their
meetings are open to the public and their
agenda includes a public comment peri-
od. Browse the OES web pages at
www.frederickcountymd.gov/sustain-
ability to get a sense of the breadth and
scope of work being coordinated at the
county.
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= > OED unveils .
new website

complete with GIS and social media

>> RANDY GRAY
Business Development Specialist
Frederick County Office of

Economic Development

In 2009, the Frederick County Office
of Economic Development unveiled an
updated website complete with a news
blog, Twitter feed and GIS mapping tool
at discoverfrederickmd.com. The idea
behind the new website was not only to
freshen up existing marketing material,
but also to make it more user-friendly
and interactive.

While OED’s target audience is
diverse, the website is predominantly
aimed at providing information to busi-
nesses, site selectors and commercial
real estate brokers. The new website
emphasizes OED’s targeted industries
of advanced technology, bioscience,
renewable-sustainable companies, agri-
culture and manufacturing. Each is
highlighted through vibrant photos
and links to pertinent information and
resources. The news blog and Twitter
account were added to help us better
keep in touch with existing and per-
spective businesses. The GIS mapping
tool allows viewers to learn about busi-
ness parks and retail centers in
Frederick County. This feature includes
information on zoning and property
types, proximity to major roads, water
and sewer availability and aerial views.
Demographic data and traffic count sta-
tistics can also be found with the tool.
Incidentally, the mapping application

received the Public Technology
Institute’s 2008-2009  Technology
Solutions Award for GIS.

The website is innovative and visual-
ly appealing, with easy-to-navigate
links, audio/video capabilities, news
blog and Twitter feed. The home page
includes a clear and concise directory to
help viewers move easily through the
site. The business parks and retail cen-
ters mapping application was designed

TS

as a way for OED to provide information
quickly and efficiently to interested
businesses, real estate professionals,
consultants and others within Frederick
County. Users have the ability to search
for available commercial space and
building lots within the county based on
site specific criteria, i.e., size or property
use, as well as receive detailed informa-
tion regarding the proximity to other
businesses and services within the area.
OED’s website has numerous features,
including:

* Social media: a news blog and Twitter
feed are on the home page in an effort to
keep viewers informed and engaged
with our efforts.

 GIS: shows developers, real estate bro-
kers and others what’s happening in
local retail centers and business parks.
Industry support: shows OED’s targeted
industries of (and provides a direct link
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to) bioscience, advanced technology,
agriculture, manufacturing and renew-
able/sustainable “green” projects.
e Business directory: a database with
information on more than 8,000 compa-
nies. Searchers can easily view our “Top
Employers,” or search via SIC industry
codes.
 Google site search: allows viewers to
quickly find a company, industry sector,
statistics or other information located
on the website.
» Video capabilities: recorded interviews
with OED officials allow viewers to easi-
ly see and hear about economic develop-
ment news, trends, projects and more.

Business executives, developers,
researchers, marketers and others are
able to navigate effectively and efficient-
ly throughout the website. See the
changes for yourself at
www.discoverfrederickmd.com.
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> > Another big
SUCCEeSS for

Business Appreciation Week

I &

Frederick County’s “Quality of Life” was the top benefit listed
by dozens of local businesses in an informal poll. The beauty of
the Catoctin Mountains, the abundance of rolling farmland, the
thriving downtown commercial district and the quaint charm
of historic small towns were all mentioned as positive attrib-
utes for conducting business in the county. Business
Appreciation Week is an annual event coordinated by the
Frederick County Office of Economic Development (OED) as a
way to thank local businesses for all that they contribute to the
local economy and community in general. While OED visits
many companies throughout the year, this special weeklong
effort highlights the value of existing businesses. Thirty-nine
percent of the companies visited during the ninth annual
Business Appreciation Week program said the county’s intrin-
sic qualities are a great advantage for their bottom line. One
hundred businesses were visited by 62 volunteer ambassadors
during the weeklong event. Frederick County’s superb location,
at the northern tier of the technology corridor, garnered 37 per-
cent of the vote. Many business owners said the fact that the
county is equidistant between Washington, D.C., and Baltimore
surely helps the local economy.

> > New BDAC
leadership

By a unanimous decision the Frederick County
Business Development Advisory Council (BDAC)
appointed Mike Kidder as chairman and Veronica
Mozzano as vice-chairman of the organization, which
advises the Frederick County Board of Commissioners
and the Office of Economic Development (OED) on eco-
nomic matters. Kidder, a member of BDAC for four
years, works with Bechtel Corporation’s communica-
tions staff and manages community outreach activities
in the Frederick area. “All of us on BDAC look forward
to continuing to share ideas, suggestions and creative
approaches with the county commissioners to address
concerns and issues facing the business community,
especially during these challenging times.”

Business visit to Ramar Moving Systems

= > OED wins
lllllop 5o

Award of Excellence

Expansion Solutions Magazine, a national business
site-selection publication, has announced its Third
Annual “Top Five” Awards of Excellence. The Frederick
County Office of Economic Development (OED) has
been honored for what the magazine calls “exceptional
progress and potential in the field — by successfully
recruiting, retaining and assisting growing businesses.”
Awards were given in six industries: automotive,
biotechnology, high technology, logistics, ports and
warehouse distribution. Frederick County won in the
field of biotechnology. To read about the awards in the
latest edition of Expansion Solutions Magazine, visit its
website: www.ExpansionSolutionsMagazine.com.




> > Frederick County’s
major employers

Company Industry Employees
Fort Detrick Campus
Army, National Cancer Institute and other tenants Army, National Cancer Institute and tenants 8,460

Frederick County Board of Education Public Education 5,384
Frederick County Government County Government 2,521
Frederick Memorial Healthcare System Comprehensive Health Care 2,281
Bechtel Corporation Headquarters - Global Engineering,

Constructuction.& Telecommunications 2,203
SAIC-Frederick Medical Research 1,670
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage Mortgage Loans & Service Center 1,500
CitiMortgage Operations Center Q00
Frederick Community College Two-Year College 899
Frederick City Government Municipal Government 852
United Health Care Insurance 832
State Farm Insurance Co. Regional Headquarters 793
Wal-Mart Consumer Goods 700
National Emergency Training Center
(US Fire Academy, FEMA, and other tenants) Federal Government 577
Chase Card Services Operations Center 575
Mount Saint Mary’s University Four-Year College 511
Home Call In-Home Medical Services 480
Lonza Bio Science Walkersville, Inc Biological Products 450
Hood College Four Year College 414
Moore Wallace BCS Business Documents 387
Plamondon Companies Hospitality (Hotels, Restaurants

& Restaurant Management) 361
Frederick County Family YMCA Recreation and Sports Center 350
NVR, Inc Building Products 350
Home Depot Retail Stores 330
Stulz Air Technology Systems, Inc. Manufacturer, Commercial

Air Conditioners and Dehumidifiers 280
Homewood Retirement Center Retirement Community 275
Richard F. Kline Asphalt Contractors 275
Experient Conference Services 270
Canam Steel Corporation Steel Joists and Trusses 266
Trans-Tech Ceramic Components 260
Toys-R-Us Toy Distribution Warehouse & Retail Store 260
Tyler Companies Real Estate, HVAC and Mechanical

Contracting Services 250
Fountain Rock Management Group Corp Restaurant Management Services 250
Fannie Mae Home Loan Products - Data Center 250
Life Technologies Biotech Research 250
BB&T Full Service Community Bank 242
Morgan Keller General Contractors 240
MedImmune BioTech Manfacturing 235
Costco Wholesale Wholesale General Products 232
Verizon Telecommunications 226
PNC Bank Banking Headquarters & Regional Branches 226
Frederick News-Post County Daily Newspaper 221
Tamko Roofing Products Asphalt Shingle & Coating Materials Mfg 213
AOPA Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 200
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> > Frederick County
by the numbers

Annual Business Growth
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No matter what your perspective, it all points to Frederick County, MD




