
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

NORTHERN DIVISION 
 
JORDAN A. BROWN    * 
16 Doolin Bay Drive 
Bear, Delaware 19701     * 
 
 Plaintiff     * 
 
v.       *  Case No.:  1:11-cv-00240-JFM 
 
RAMONA BROCKETT    * 
408 Lindenhurst Court    
Salisbury, Maryland 21804    * 
       
 Defendant     * 
   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

AMENDED COMPLAINT AND PRAYER FOR JURY TRIAL 
 
 Jordan A. Brown (hereinafter “Brown”), Plaintiff, by and through Peter F. Axelrad, N. Tucker 

Meneely and Council, Baradel, Kosmerl & Nolan, P.A., his attorneys, hereby files this Amended 

Complaint against Ramona Brockett (hereinafter “Brockett”), Defendant, for cause, and states: 

 
PARTIES 

 
1. Plaintiff Brown is a resident of Bear, Delaware.  
 
2. Defendant Brockett, at all times relevant hereto, was an Associate Professor at the 

University of Maryland, Eastern Shore (“UMES”) and faculty advisor for the UMES Chapter of Phi 

Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, International (“PAD”), and is a resident of Salisbury, Maryland.  
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. Jurisdiction and venue are proper in the United States District Court for the District of 

Maryland.  The incidents referred to herein occurred in Maryland. Diversity exists between the parties 

and the amount in controversy exceeds the sum of Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00). 

  
FACTS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 

 
4. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs above as if fully set forth 

herein. 

5. In 2008 and 2009, Brown attended UMES, graduating in December 2009 with a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Business Administration.  

6. While attending UMES in 2008 and 2009, Brown was a member of the UMES Chapter of 

PAD, whose mission is to advance “integrity, compassion and courage through service to the student, 

the school, the profession and the community.” 

7. Brown was Vice President of the UMES Chapter of PAD during the spring semester of 

2008 and President during the fall semester of 2008 and part of the spring semester of 2009.   

8. During the spring semester of 2008, Brown, in his capacity as Vice President of the 

UMES Chapter of PAD, opened two bank accounts in the name of “Phi Alpha Delta UMES” at PNC 

Bank.   

9. At the time Brown opened the aforesaid accounts, the UMES Chapter of PAD was not 

maintaining bank accounts and its funds were handled in cash, in a shoe box. 

10. Brown, in his capacity as Vice President of the UMES Chapter of PAD, opened the 

account on behalf of PAD in an effort to operate the organization in a more professional manner. 
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11. In early November of 2008, Brown deposited a membership fee check for Seventy 

Dollars ($70.00) from student Vincent Brown into one of the PNC bank accounts of the UMES Chapter 

of PAD.  

12. During the 2008 and 2009 academic years, Brockett was the faculty advisor for the 

UMES Chapter of PAD and an Associate Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice at UMES.  

13. Brockett initiated and developed an unusual personal relationship with Brown, emailing, 

text messaging and calling him on multiple occasions regarding personal matters.  

14. In the fall semester of 2008, Brockett, using her position of authority as a professor at 

UMES and faculty advisor for the UMES Chapter of PAD, solicited a loan of One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000.00) from Brown.   

15. Brown, not wanting to upset his professor, PAD advisor and mentor, loaned Brockett the 

One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) that she requested.  

16. On or around January 14, 2009, Brockett contacted Brown to solicit yet another loan.   

17. Brown did not want to loan Brockett additional funds; further, Brown was scheduled to 

have surgery on his leg the next day.   

18. Brown decided that he was not going to succumb to his professor’s pressure for money 

and opted not to give Brockett the additional funds she requested. 

19. Despite knowing that Brown was having surgery, Brockett insisted that Brown go 

immediately to a local Western Union office and wire her the money so that she could make her car 

payment. Brown declined. 
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20. Thereafter, Brown felt extremely uncomfortable and began to decrease his contact with 

Brockett.  Brockett repeatedly harassed Brown via email, text messages, telephone calls and voice mails 

during January and February of 2009.   

21. On or around February 6, 2009, Brown resigned as President of the UMES Chapter of 

PAD after Brockett repeatedly harassed Brown via email, text messages, telephone calls and voice 

mails.   

22. On or around February 6, 2009, Brown emailed Brockett his resignation as President of 

the UMES Chapter of PAD, whereupon she responded that she was “sorry to hear” of his decision and 

informed him that, at a ceremony to be held on April 2, 2009, he would be the first recipient of the “Eta 

Pi Award of Excellence in Leadership.”  Brown never received the award.  

23. On or around February 2, 2010, in an email with the subject “Misappropriation of Funds 

by Fiduciary Officer,” Brockett wrote to James G. Lunnermon, II, Director of Student Activities at 

UMES (“Lunnermon”), and copied fourteen (14) other persons, stating that she was “writing for 

advice.”  Brockett wrote that Brown’s resignation as President of the UMES Chapter of PAD was “odd,” 

that “he was not forthcoming with the documents he was entrusted with as the fiduciary officer,” and 

that, “at the time of his resignation he had in fact ‘cashed’ at least one check in his home state of 

Delaware instead of sending the monies into the PAD Headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland.”  Brockett 

also wrote that “Jordan cashed [student Vincent Brown’s] particular check shortly before he resigned.” 

24. In the February 2, 2010 email to Lunnermon, Brockett indicated that she had notified 

Byron Rupp, Esq. (“Rupp”), Director of Pre-Law Operations at PAD, about Brown’s purported 

“misappropriation of funds” and stated that Rupp was “interested in severe sanctions,” including 
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stripping Brown of his membership and informing law schools around the country of the 

misappropriation of the funds.” 

25. Brockett did not provide any documentation to Lunnermon to support her statements 

made in the February 2, 2010 email. 

26. In describing Brown’s resignation as President of the UMES Chapter of PAD as “odd,” 

Brockett’s February 2, 2010 email failed to mention the One Thousand Dollar ($1,000.00) loan Brown 

had given to her in the fall of 2008, the subsequent loan he denied her in January of 2009, or the barrage 

of emails, text messages, phone calls, and voice mails from Brockett that led to his resignation. 

27. Prior to sending the February 2, 2010 email, Brockett did not once contact Brown to 

question him regarding the matters discussed in the email. 

28. Upon information and belief, UMES has a clear-cut policy with regard to reporting 

suspected or known fiscal irregularities.  This policy provides, among other things, the specific 

individuals to whom UMES employees are to report suspected fiscal irregularities as well as the 

individuals whose responsibility it is to investigate such matters. 

29. Failing to follow UMES policy regarding reporting suspected or known fiscal 

irregularities, Brocket published and disseminated the foregoing statements in the February 2, 2010 

email to Lunnermon along with fourteen (14) people who were copied on the email, including some of 

Brown’s student peers in the same field of study as well as UMES faculty.  Individuals outside of 

UMES also received the email, including, but not limited to, administrators at the PAD national offices, 

certain persons at the University of Baltimore School of Law and other unidentified persons. 

30. Upon information and belief, on March 1, 2010, Brockett sent an email to Dr. David 

Spinner (“Spinner”), Chair of the Department of Criminal Justice at UMES, alleging that Brown did not 
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hand over any of the paperwork that was a part of the UMES Chapter of PAD upon his departure as its 

President, and further alleging that Brown closed the PNC account which he oversaw when he left the 

organization and that the present account held by the UMES Chapter of PAD reflected only monies 

received since the takeover of the presidency by Brown’s successors.  In this email, Brockett copied five 

(5) individuals, including two persons from PAD’s national office and three UMES students. 

31. Upon information and belief, Spinner conducted interviews with PAD Board members 

and determined that there was no issue with the missing funds and notified Brockett of that fact.  

32. On March 1, 2010, Brockett, even after being notified of Spinner’s determination, 

directed an email to Rupp, this time copying eleven (11) individuals, with the subject “Jordon [sic] 

Brown,” advising Rupp of Spinner’s investigation and conclusion, and writing that the conclusion 

contradicts what she had found, including that Vincent Brown’s “check was cashed in Delaware, and the 

monies were not deposited,” and that she was “puzzled” as to “how the conclusion could be that 

‘nothing’ happened,” especially when, Brockett stated, “our discussion concluded otherwise.” 

33. Upon being notified of Brockett’s allegations, Brown provided documentation to UMES 

proving that Brockett’s allegations were patently false, including copies of the bank deposit slip showing 

that the alleged misappropriated funds were, in fact, deposited into the PNC bank account of the UMES 

Chapter of PAD, that Brown had, in fact, handed over to his successor at the UMES Chapter of PAD all 

documentation for both PNC bank accounts (including all bank statements and receipts for financial 

transactions from the time the bank accounts were opened until they were closed), and that Brown had, 

in fact, issued money orders totaling the cash balance of both accounts to his successor at the UMES 

Chapter of PAD.   
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34. Upon information and belief, on or about March 3, 2010, Ronnie E. Holden (“Holden”), 

the Vice President for Administrative Affairs for UMES wrote to Brockett, informing Brockett that she 

had inappropriately shared allegations that Brown had misappropriated funds with various UMES 

employees and students, as well as individuals outside of UMES.  Brockett was further advised that she 

had failed to follow University policy as it related to possible fiscal irregularity, that she had acted 

outside the scope of her authority as an associate professor and advisor, and that she was to cease any 

further discussion of Brown in a derogatory manner. 

35. Upon information and belief, despite being notified by Spinner that there was no issue 

with the missing funds, the clear directive from Holden to cease discussing Brown in a derogatory 

manner, and the fact that Brockett was clearly acting outside the scope of her employment, from March 

3, 2010 through the end of 2010, Brockett continued to make false statements about Brown to other 

faculty members and students of UMES concerning the matters discussed in the aforementioned emails. 

 
COUNT I - DEFAMATION 

 
36. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs above as if fully set forth 

herein. 

37. Brockett disseminated at least three public statements, including the February 2, 2010 

email directed to Lunnermon, with fourteen (14) people copied, the March 1, 2010 email directed to 

Spinner, with five (5) people copied, and the March 1, 2010 email directed to Rupp, with eleven (11) 

people copied, which falsely stated that Brown had “misappropriated funds” and/or falsely implied that 

Brown was dishonest and a thief who had stolen from a fellow student and PAD.  Collectively, the 

persons to whom these emails were sent, and those who were copied on the emails, included UMES 
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Faculty and students, and individuals outside of UMES, including administrators at the PAD national 

offices, certain persons at the University of Baltimore School of Law, and other unidentified persons. 

38. On or about February 2, 2010, in her email directed to Lunnermon, with the subject 

“Misappropriation of Funds by Fiduciary Officer,” Brockett wrote that Brown’s resignation as President 

of the UMES Chapter of PAD was “odd,” that “he was not forthcoming with the documents he was 

entrusted with as the fiduciary officer,” and that “at the time of his resignation he had in fact ‘cashed’ at 

least one check in his home state of Delaware instead of sending the monies into the PAD Headquarters 

in Baltimore, Maryland.”  Brockett further wrote that “Jordan cashed this particular check shortly before 

he resigned.” 

39. Also in the February 2, 2010 email to Lunnermon, Brockett indicated that she had 

notified Rupp about Brown’s “misappropriation of funds” and stated that Rupp was “interested in severe 

sanctions, including stripping Brown of his membership and informing law schools around the country 

of the misappropriation of the funds.” 

40. On March 1, 2010, Brockett emailed Spinner and copied five (5) other persons, alleging 

that Brown did not hand over any of the paperwork that was a part of the UMES Chapter of PAD upon 

his departure as its President, and further alleging that Brown closed the PNC account which he oversaw 

when he left the organization and that the present account held by the UMES Chapter of PAD reflected 

only monies received since the takeover of the presidency by Brown’s successors. 

41. After receiving notification from Spinner that there was no issue with the missing funds, 

Brockett, on March 1, 2010, emailed Rupp and copied eleven (11) other persons, informing Rupp of 

Spinner’s investigation and conclusion, and writing that Spinner’s determination contradicted what she 

had found and that she was “puzzled” as to “how the conclusion could be that ‘nothing’ happened.” 
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42. After being informed by UMES that her allegations against Brown were false and that 

she was to cease communicating about Brown in a derogatory manner, Brockett continued to make false 

statements about Brown concerning the matters discussed in the aforementioned emails. 

43. The statements in Brockett’s emails were defamatory on their face because they accused 

Brown of stealing from a fellow student and PAD and were otherwise defamatory by impugning Brown 

to be dishonest and a thief. 

44. Brockett’s defamatory emails were disseminated to numerous third parties who 

reasonably recognized the statements as being defamatory. 

45. Brockett’s defamatory statements were false. 

46. Brockett acted negligently when she made the aforementioned false and defamatory 

statements as evidenced by her failure to undertake the investigation that a reasonably prudent professor 

and faculty advisor would take under the circumstances, including, but not limited to, her failing to 

contact Brown or research and fact-check her allegations prior to disseminating her false and defamatory 

emails to several third parties. 

47. Brown acted outside the scope of her employment when she made the aforementioned 

false and defamatory statements, as evidenced by her failure to follow UMES policy regarding reporting 

suspected or known fiscal irregularities and by improperly disseminating her defamatory emails to 

several third parties outside of UMES and to individuals who otherwise should not have been privy to 

Brockett’s allegations at all, or at least not until the proper UMES personnel had conducted a full 

investigation into the matter and confirmed her accusations, which, in this case, were proven false. 

48. The impact of the false statements in the aforementioned emails was to impair the 

reputation and standing of Brown, as well as to cause extreme stress, mental anguish, personal 
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humiliation, anxiety, shock and emotional scarring, loss of trust, fear and distress regarding his future 

opportunities for admission to law school and in obtaining future employment, as well as his standing in 

the community and in personal relationships.  

49. As a direct and proximate result of the false and defamatory statements published by 

Brockett, Brown suffered damages. 

WHEREFORE, Jordan A. Brown, Plaintiff, hereby demands judgment in the amount of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) in compensatory damages, plus interest, costs and for any 

such further relief as the nature of this cause may require. 

 
COUNT II – MALICIOUS DEFAMATION   

  
50. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs above as if fully set forth 

herein. 

51. Brockett disseminated at least three public statements, including the February 2, 2010 

email directed to Lunnermon, with fourteen (14) people copied, the March 1, 2010 email directed to 

Spinner, with five (5) people copied, and the March 1, 2010 email directed to Rupp, with eleven (11) 

people copied, which falsely stated that Brown had “misappropriated funds” and/or falsely implied that 

Brown was dishonest and a thief who had stolen from a fellow student and PAD.  Collectively, the 

persons to whom these emails were sent, and those who were copied on the emails, included UMES 

Faculty and students, and individuals outside of UMES, including administrators at the PAD national 

offices, certain persons at the University of Baltimore School of Law, and other unidentified persons. 

52. On or about February 2, 2010, in her email directed to Lunnermon, with the subject 

“Misappropriation of Funds by Fiduciary Officer,” Brockett wrote that Brown’s resignation as President 

of the UMES Chapter of PAD was “odd,” that “he was not forthcoming with the documents he was 

Case 1:11-cv-00240-JFM   Document 24   Filed 08/18/11   Page 10 of 16



11 
 

entrusted with as the fiduciary officer,” and that “at the time of his resignation he had in fact ‘cashed’ at 

least one check in his home state of Delaware instead of sending the monies into the PAD Headquarters 

in Baltimore, Maryland.”  Brockett further wrote that “Jordan cashed this particular check shortly before 

he resigned.”   

53. Also in the February 2, 2010 email to Lunnermon, Brockett indicated that she had 

notified Rupp about Brown’s “misappropriation of funds” and stated that Rupp was “interested in severe 

sanctions, including stripping Brown of his membership and informing law schools around the country 

of the misappropriation of the funds.” 

54. On March 1, 2010, Brockett emailed Spinner and copied five (5) other persons, alleging 

that Brown did not hand over any of the paperwork that was a part of the UMES Chapter of PAD upon 

his departure as its President, and further alleging that Brown closed the PNC account which he oversaw 

when he left the organization and that the present account held by the UMES Chapter of PAD reflected 

only monies received since the takeover of the presidency by Brown’s successors. 

55. After receiving notification from Spinner that there was no issue with the missing funds, 

Brockett, on March 1, 2010, emailed Rupp and copied eleven (11) other persons, informing Rupp of 

Spinner’s investigation and conclusion, and writing that Spinner’s determination contradicted what she 

had found and that she was “puzzled” as to “how the conclusion could be that ‘nothing’ happened.” 

56. After being informed by UMES that her allegations against Brown were false and that 

she was to cease communicating about Brown in a derogatory manner, Brockett continued to make false 

statements about Brown concerning the matters discussed in the aforementioned emails. 
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57. The statements in Brockett’s emails were defamatory on their face because they accused 

Brown of stealing from a fellow student and PAD and were otherwise defamatory by impugning Brown 

to be dishonest and a thief. 

58. Brockett’s defamatory emails were disseminated to numerous third parties who 

reasonably recognized the statements as being defamatory. 

59. Brockett’s defamatory statements were false. 

60. Brockett acted maliciously when she made the aforementioned false and defamatory 

statements because she disseminated the false statements with reckless disregard for their truth.   

61. Brockett further acted maliciously when she disseminated false and defamatory 

statements about Brown with knowledge of their falsity, after she was informed by UMES that her 

allegations were false and that she was to cease discussing Brown in a derogatory manner. 

62. The impact of the false statements in the aforementioned emails was to impair the 

reputation and standing of Brown, as well as to cause extreme stress, mental anguish, personal 

humiliation, anxiety, shock and emotional scarring, loss of trust, fear and distress regarding his future 

opportunities for admission to law school and in obtaining future employment, as well as his standing in 

the community and in personal relationships.  

63. As a direct and proximate result of the false and defamatory statements published by 

Brockett, Brown suffered damages. 

64. Brown has incurred substantial attorneys’ fees and expenses related to the above-

captioned matter.  

WHEREFORE, Jordan A. Brown, Plaintiff, hereby demands judgment in the amount of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) in compensatory damages, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
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($500,000.00) in punitive damages including attorneys’ fees, plus interest, costs and for any such further 

relief as the nature of this cause may require. 

 
COUNT III - FALSE LIGHT 

 
65. Plaintiff incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs above as if fully set forth 

herein. 

66. Brown is a private citizen who has never held or sought public office or publicity. 

67. Brockett disseminated at least three public statements, including the February 2, 2010 

email directed to Lunnermon, with fourteen (14) people copied, the March 1, 2010 email directed to 

Spinner, with five (5) people copied, and the March 1, 2010 email directed to Rupp, with eleven (11) 

people copied, which falsely stated that Brown had “misappropriated funds” and/or falsely implied that 

Brown was dishonest and a thief who had stolen from a fellow student and PAD.  Collectively, the 

persons to whom these emails were sent, and those who were copied on the emails, included UMES 

Faculty and students, and individuals outside of UMES, including administrators at the PAD national 

offices, certain persons at the University of Baltimore School of Law, and other unidentified persons. 

68. On or about February 2, 2010, in her email directed to Lunnermon, with the subject 

“Misappropriation of Funds by Fiduciary Officer,” Brockett wrote that Brown’s resignation as President 

of the UMES Chapter of PAD was “odd,” that “he was not forthcoming with the documents he was 

entrusted with as the fiduciary officer,” and that “at the time of his resignation he had in fact ‘cashed’ at 

least one check in his home state of Delaware instead of sending the monies into the PAD Headquarters 

in Baltimore, Maryland.”  Brockett further wrote that “Jordan cashed this particular check shortly before 

he resigned.” 
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69. Also in the February 2, 2010 email to Lunnermon, Brockett indicated that she had 

notified Rupp about Brown’s “misappropriation of funds” and stated that Rupp was “interested in severe 

sanctions, including stripping Brown of his membership and informing law schools around the country 

of the misappropriation of the funds.” 

70. On March 1, 2010, Brockett emailed Spinner and copied five (5) other persons, alleging 

that Brown did not hand over any of the paperwork that was a part of the UMES Chapter of PAD upon 

his departure as its President, and further alleging that Brown closed the PNC account which he oversaw 

when he left the organization and that the present account held by the UMES Chapter of PAD reflected 

only monies received since the takeover of the presidency by Brown’s successors. 

71. After receiving notification from Spinner that there was no issue with the missing funds, 

Brockett, on March 1, 2010, emailed Rupp and copied eleven (11) other persons, informing Rupp of 

Spinner’s investigation and conclusion, and writing that Spinner’s determination contradicted what she 

had found and that she was “puzzled” as to “how the conclusion could be that ‘nothing’ happened.” 

72. After being informed by UMES that her allegations against Brown were false and that 

she was to cease communicating about Brown in a derogatory manner, Brockett continued to make false 

statements about Brown concerning the matters discussed in the aforementioned emails. 

73. Brockett improperly publicized false statements about Brown which placed Brown in a 

false light before the public by attributing to him conduct and characteristics which were false and which 

tended to expose him to public humiliation, embarrassment, scorn, hatred, contempt or ridicule and 

thereby discouraged others in the UMES community and elsewhere from having a good opinion of, or 

associating with, Brown.  Publication to those outside UMES of Brown’s activities as a student member 
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constituted an invasion of privacy in which Brockett unreasonably placed Brown in a false light by 

publicly disseminating the false impression that Brown is dishonest and a thief. 

74. Brockett knew that the facts publicized about the private life of Brown were false, or 

publicized them with reckless disregard for the truth of those facts. 

75. The email publications of these false facts were highly offensive to any reasonable person 

inside or outside of UMES. 

76. The impact of the false statements in the aforementioned emails was to impair the 

reputation and standing of Brown, as well as to cause extreme stress, mental anguish, personal 

humiliation, anxiety, shock and emotional scarring, loss of trust, fear and distress regarding his future 

opportunities for admission to law school and in obtaining future employment, as well as his standing in 

the community and in personal relationships. 

77. As a direct and proximate result of the false and defamatory statements published by 

Brockett, Brown suffered damages. 

78. Brown has incurred substantial attorneys’ fees and expenses related to the above-

captioned matter. 

WHEREFORE, Jordan A. Brown, Plaintiff, hereby demands judgment in the amount of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) in compensatory damages, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 

($500,000.00) in punitive damages including attorneys’ fees, plus interest, costs and for any such further 

relief as the nature of this cause may require. 
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       Respectfully submitted, 
 
                  /s/ Peter F. Axelrad                  

Peter F. Axelrad (Bar Id# 00656) 
        N. Tucker Meneely (Bar Id# 29622) 
        Council, Baradel, Kosmerl & Nolan, P.A. 
        125 West Street, 4th Floor 
        P.O. Box 2289 
        Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
        (410) 268-6600 (Annapolis) 
        (301)  261-2247 (Washington)  
        (410)  269-6190 (Baltimore) 

(410) 269-8409 (Facsimile) 
        Axelrad@cbknlaw.com 
        Meneely@cbknlaw.com   
         
        Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 

PRAYER FOR JURY TRIAL 
 

  
Plaintiffs hereby pray trial by Jury on this Complaint and each and every Count therein.  

 
 
         /s/ Peter F. Axelrad       
        Peter F. Axelrad (Bar Id# 00656) 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that, on July 25, 2011, a copy of the foregoing Amended Complaint was 
electronically filed, faxed and mailed via first-class mail, postage prepaid, to: 

Thomas J. Gagliardo, Esq. 
The Gagliardo Law Firm 
8401 Colesville Road, Suite 315 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Fax: 301-608-0881 
tomgagliardo@gmail.com 
 
Attorney for Defendant Ramona Brockett 
 

          /s/ Peter F. Axelrad               
Peter F. Axelrad (Bar Id# 00656) 
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