
The neighborhood is changing tremendously, 
as the New East Side revitalizes the 
community house by house. Ethel Burris is 
one of many East Side residents who has lived 
in the neighborhood all their lives. 
Ms. Burris and her family moved to 1232 

North Gay Street in the 1940’s. “I think we 
were the fourth black family to live in the 
neighborhood,” says Ms. Burris. “It used to 
be a horse stable and playground behind me 
when I was little girl.” She has witnessed 70 
years of East Baltimore history from her Gay 
Street home to her new house on East Chase 
Street. “Once upon a time around here, it was 
pretty,” says Ms. Burris. “It’s getting better 
and better.” 
Ms. Burris said she decided to participate in 

the EBDI House for a House program because 
she “wanted to move near my church.” House 
for a House provides homeowners with the 
opportunity to remain in the community 
through purchasing a fully rehabbed home 
in the project area.  Each rehabbed home 
is carefully built using green materials and 
other green features including high efficiency 
heating and air-conditioning system; Energy-Star rated appliances, windows and 

lighting; low-flow plumbing, and low-VOC 
containing paints and solvents. 
EBDI staff and partners work hard to 

ensure every step of the process is a success 
for homeowners.  “They did everything for 
me. I didn’t have to worry,” says Ms. Burris. 
“Patrice and Mr. Welkie, I really have to give 
them credit, them and Mr. Barney. They all 
worked for me, they really [did].”
Although the most consistent point of 

contact for homeowners is usually their 
Family Advocate, relocating is an EBDI 
team effort. Ms. Burris received hands-on 
assistance from Relocation Counselor Vanessa 
Ringgold; Construction Manager Joe Welkie; 
Family Advocate Alphonso Barney; Family 
Advocate Attorney Rue Stewart; Real Estate 
Marketing and Sales Manager Patrice Fulcott 
and many more dedicated EBDI partners and 
staff.  

“It is very important that we constantly 
remind ourselves … we are working with 
residents during a very sensitive time in their 
lives. Just as Mrs. Burris, there were some 
residents that lived in this community for 
many years and had to deal with the stress 
of being relocated.” says Ms. Burris’s Family 
Advocate, Alphonso Barney. 

(Continued on page 2.)
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Homeowners choose House for a House...continued from cover
EBDI Family Advocates support homeowners 

by identifying and addressing all issues that 
may affect the relocation and rehabilitation 
process. Joe Welkie of Bayview Enterprises 
helps homeowners to define the scope of 
work and inspect the progress and quality of 
completion for the duration of the rehab. 
“It’s all important because [homeowners] 

need our help to understand the process,” says 
Patrice Fulcott, Real Estate Marketing and 
Sales Manager.
EBDI Acquisition and Relocation teams 

worked with Ms. Burris to facilitate settlement 
with the City and obtain the fair market value 
payment for her home. Relocation Counselor 
Vanessa Ringgold continued to support Ms. 
Burris throughout the process by calculating 
Ms. Burris’s relocation benefit through a 

determination of her housing replacement 
needs, brought the relocation benefit and 
closing costs to settlement, and oversaw the 
final move by the moving company to her new 
home. 
“It was nice trading houses. It’s beautiful. 

It’s smaller than the house I had [but] it’s all 
I need.” says Ms. Burris. “My mother would 
love this house, if she was around she’d really 
love it.” 
Some of the more exciting features of Ms. 

Burris’s new home are the expanded kitchen 
equipped with a dishwasher and plenty of 
counter space and her “spa-like” bathroom, 
equipped with a soaking tub, separate shower 
and other amenities. 
Expanding financial opportunity for all 

homeowners, EBDI provides gap funds to fill 

in the extra costs of the purchase and rehab. 
Gap funds are calculated using the cost of 
standard rehab, minus the homeowner’s 
relocation benefit, minus any outstanding 
mortgage or lien of the homeowner’s current 
home. Relocation benefits, fair market value 
and gap funds are combined to equal the total 
cost of the rehabbed home.  
For Ms. Burris, moving from her childhood 

home to East Chase Street has been a positive 
experience. “Working with Mrs. Burris has 
not been anything less than delightful,” says 
Alphonso Barney. “It is very satisfying to 
actually see Mrs. Burris move into her new 
home.”
“I enjoy it I really do.” says Ms. Burris.  

“Eventually one of these days I’ll be calling 
this home. I thank God that I lived to see it.”

Math Night at EBCS | PHOTO GALLERY

EBCS community of 
staff, students and 
parents celebrate 
numbers during the 
March Math Night.

“It was nice 
trading houses. 
It’s beautiful...
it’s all I need.”

EBDI CEO Chris Shea & Homeowner Ethel Burris
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The Baltimore City Health Department has 
launched a new Grocery Delivery Program 
for East Baltimore Residents. The Virtual 
Supermarket Project helps residents in East 
Baltimore bring healthier foods to inner-city 
neighborhoods. Through partnerships with  
the Health Department and local grocery stores 
that offer delivery services, residents can order 
online, pay, and pick up their groceries at their 
local library.
Residents will pay at the time of ordering with 

cash or money order and receive a printout of 
their order. The Virtual Supermarket submits 
the order online, and the Baltimore City Health 
Department subsidizes the delivery charge. 
Groceries will be delivered to the library the 

same or next business day, where residents will 
return to pick up their orders. Each package 
will include a list at the delivery time to confirm 
that all ordered items are there.
The project is currently funded by a $60,000 

grant from the 2009 federal stimulus package. 
The Virtual Supermarket Project benefits 
residents by offering a wider selection of high 
quality fruits, vegetables, grains, and dairy 
made available in East Baltimore and soon 
in other areas. Now residents do not have to 
navigate public transportation to get to the 
grocery store, nor will they have to manage 
hectic schedules and child care to dedicate time 
to grocery shopping.  Buying groceries will be 
a piece of cake.
Take advantage of this opportunity today. 

New East Side residents can begin ordering  
groceries at the Orleans Street Enoch Pratt Free 
Library Branch located on 1303 Orleans Street. 

*Information provided from the Baltimore 
Health Department website at www.
baltimorehealth.org as well as the April 2010 
Community Pulse, a Johns Hopkins Office of 
Community Services publication.

East Baltimore Development Inc. 
(EBDI) is proud to announce that Chief 
Financial Officer Cynthia Swisher has 
been awarded a Baltimore “Smart-
CFO” recognition in SmartCEO Mag-
azine’s Profiles of Financial Excellence.  
Since joining EBDI in 2007, Ms. 

Swisher has raised $175 million in tax 
increment and private placement bond 
financings, new markets tax cred-
its, and conventional debt and equity 
transactions. 
“One of the most significant benefits 

has been the creation of a responsible 
redevelopment model that can be 

used in other cities to address highly 
distressed communities,” Ms. Swisher 
said of her work at the project.
“I’m so pleased to see Cindy’s finan-

cial acumen recognized,” said Chris-
topher Shea, President and CEO of 
EBDI. “We would never have been 
able to accomplish as much as we have 
without her credibility with investors.”
 “She is guided by a double bottom 

line: Do well by doing what is right,” 
said Scott Levitan, Sr. Vice President 
and Development Director for the 
Forest City New East Baltimore Part-
nership.

“One of the 

most signifi-

cant benefits 

has been the 

creation of a 

responsible re-

development 

model...”

- EBDI CFO 
Cynthia (Cindy) Swisher 
2010 Baltimore “Smart-
CFO” awardee.

EBDI CFO receives “SmartCFO” Award

Grocery Delivery for East Side Residents

Courtesy of baltimorehealth.org

ORLEANS STREET ORDERING HOURS: 
Wednesdays 11:00 am-3:00pm

ORLEANS STREET  P ICKUP HOURS: 
Thursdays 1:00pm-2:00pm

ORDER YOUR 
GROCERIES TODAY
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E B D I  C O M M U N I T Y  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R

May 20|June TBD Policy Sub-Committee Meeting 1731 E. Chase Street 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
May 26|June 16 Housing and Relocation Committee Meeting 1731 E. Chase Street 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
June 2|June 16 Workforce Wednesday 1731 E. Chase Street 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

E B D I  F I N A N C I A L  E D U C A T I O N  W O R K S H O P S  |  R S V P  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  A D V O C A T E  T O D A Y !

June 1 Income Supports, EarnBenefits & Tax Credits 1731 E. Chase Street 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
June 15 Auto Buying & Predatory Lending 1731 E. Chase Street 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
June 29 Estate Planning & Insurance 1731 E. Chase Street 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

E A S T  B A L T I M O R E  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L

May 26 Spring Exhibition Night 1101 N. Wolfe Street begins 6:00 pm
May 28 Dance-n-Motion Showcase 1101 N. Wolfe Street 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
June 1 Parent and Community Engagement Meeting 1101 N. Wolfe Street 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
June 15 End of Year Recognition 1101 N. Wolfe Street begins 11:00 am

I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y 

May 25 | June 22 Eastern District Community Meeting 1620 Edison Highway begins 7:00 pm
May 21 May Fair | Tench Tilghman Elementary Middle School 600 Patterson Park Ave 11:00 am - 5:00 pm

C a l e n d a r  C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s & M e e t i n g s

THE NEXT NEW EAST SIDE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER WILL BE DISTRIBUTED SEPTEMBER 2010.
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